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"I Obtained this well marked species of tit from the Eastern Ghats West of Nellore. The shikarees
who brought it to me said that it was rare. It has since been obtained by Dr. Stewart from a tope of
trees near Bangalore ..."

T.C.Jerdon, 1863
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Response from M.K.Himmatsinhji commenting on the note in a private correspondence

M.K. Himmatsinhji
Jubilee Ground

Bhuj, Kutch
March 11, 1995

Dear Mr. Shyamal,

With reference to your letter of the 4th on the colours, status and so on of Parus nuchalis, it is a long time
since I came across this bird in Kutch. Your sketch of it from the specimen of the bird in the BNHS is good,
but it differs from the birds commonly seen here and from the photos as well as the picture in the coloured
plate published in The Birds of Kutch. There is more black depicted on the sides and underside with the
nuchal patch less prominently white in your sketch. The primaries and secondaries in the birds in Kutch
have more white than shown in your sketch.

As far as the status of this species is concerned, it is no more seen in some of the areas it used to frequent
previously. In fact is one of our endangered endemic species now. The threat to its existence comes mainly
from the felling of trees in which it nests and lives. Its coexistence with Picoides mahrattensis
(Yellowfronted Pied or Mahratta woodpecker) mostly in Kutch and parts of Rajasthan is well known to
ornithologists and birdwatchers in general. So the habitat destruction would affect the latter species also.
The Whitewinged Black Tit cannot obviously excavate its own nest-hole, but uses old nest sites of
woodpeckers for its nidification. I need not comment on the present status of the bird as it is already
mentioned by Hussain, Akhtar and Tiwari in their article mentioned by you already.

Apart from habitat destruction, wherever P. nuchalis lives near cultivated areas it faces the danger of
imbibing poisonous pesticides through its insect food as these are widely used by farmers these days.
I am not sending my above comments to the Newsletter, but you may do so if you think they are
worthwhile. Please do not hesitate to send me queries on any subject other than the above whenever you
feel like it.

Yours Sincerely
sd. Himmatsinhji


